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LY first filibustering expedition yielded me a month's
wages and a bonus of one hundred dollars. This was a lot of
money, more than I had thought it possible to earn in so short
a time and in such a worthy cause, not to mention the full measure
of excitement thrown in as a sort of super-bonus.
On our return to New7 York we had stopped at Key West to take
coal, tying up behind a disreputable-looking old sea-going tug
called the Three Friends, also taking coal With an air of bored
weariness, her mate said she had been out around Dry Tortugas
looking for a wreck, that she was then on her way back to Jackson-
ville. Our mate observed complacently that we were importing
bananas.
Everyone had heard of the Three Friends. She was the most
famous, or perhaps in some quarters notorious, filibuster then
supplying arms to the Cuban revolutionists. With the Dauntless
and the Laurada> each of which was directed and often personally
operated by Captain O'Brien, knowrn as "Dynamite Johnny/'
they had been very largely instrumental in keeping the Cubans
supplied with war materials and in good heart while public
opinion in the United States was crystallizing into intervention
and war with Spain. Other vessels such as the Escobar were avail-
able for charter when these better-known and more closely
watched ships could not be used, but none of them were rated as
professional filibusters.                                                      >
It was exciting work. Thousands of Cubans throughout the
country were giving a part of their meagre earnings each week to
the revolutionists' war chest, which was further enriched by small
and often by very large contributions from wealthy sympathizers.
With this steady flow of money, agents in New York maintained
their headquarters and bought supplies to be shipped to the
Cuban army. All of this3 of course, in scandalous violation of our
official neutrality and in spite of Spain's angry protests.
Every step, from the purchase of war materials on down through
each carefully planned detail of delivery, was dangerous. Dozens
of Spanish secret ageats and scores of private detectives kept every